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Study Methods
• January 2025: Survey to state Child Care Resource 

and Referral (CCR&R) organizations and state 
agencies responsible for administering the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG); 44 
states and DC

• Public data; 6 states 

• Point-in-time data, December 2024 to March 
2025
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Child Care Supply: 

National Trends



• Child care centers increased nationally by 1.6% from 2023 to 
2024, continuing steady growth since 2020

• Licensed family child care (FCC) homes rose 4.8% nationally —
the first increase in years — but supply declined in 29 of 39 
states

• Four states (CA, KS, MA, VA) saw FCC supply grow by more 
than 10%; six others had smaller increases (IN, KY, ME, NY, OR, 
SC)
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Price and Supply 



Data sheets for each state & DC

Child Care Supply: 

State Trends

Select a state or territory



• Average national price of child care in 2024: 

$13,128

• 10% of median income- married couple with 

children 

• 35% of median income- single parent with children 

• Child care prices have risen significantly: 29% from 

2020-2024

oOutpacing inflation: 22% from 2020-2024
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Child Care Affordability 
Child care prices continue to exceed many 
household expenses

• 45 states & DC : Exceeded mortgage 
payments from 0.05% to 75%

• 49 states & DC : Exceeded rent payments 
from 19% to over 100%

• 41 states & DC : Exceeded college tuition 
from 0.8% to over 100%

Child care professionals in a center average 
earnings: $33,140 /year

• 44% to over 100% of income for center-
based care for two children



Child Care Affordability: Regional Trends



View/download data sheets by state

Child Care Affordability: 

State Prices



Conclusions

• After meaningful state and federal 
investments in child care over the past 
five years, the child care system is 
growing.

• However, the high price of child care 
remains a substantial burden for families.



Recommendations
• Solving America’s child care challenges 

requires a combination of policy levers 
and public investment that leads to the 
viability of the system long-term.

• Congress must prioritize child care and 
early learning in its tax policies and 
federal funding decisions this year.

• States must step up and make child care 
investments and policy improvements.
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Take Action
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Questions?
Contact Information

Questions?

research@ usa.childcareaware.org
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